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Some lucky homeowners are fortunate enough to have an

incredible water view or a home filled with fine art and antiques,

but Scott and Laura Taylor were able to achieve both dreams.

Avid collectors and travelers, the Tayvlor's sought to
replace their former ranch home on Popponesset Island in
Mew deabury with a modern house reflecong their sensi-
bilities. Their new home reflects the collaboration of
many talented participants, not only from across disci-
plines, but from across the world and across time. A
lapanese artisan contributed the 400-vear-old door that
hangs on a wall. Tragi metalsmiths made the intricate
serving tray crafted of copper, silver, and brass showcased
in one bedroom, Jewish rextile artises living in lran wove
the silk rug gracing the floor of the master bedroom. On
rl'“." Hl“lr ||r. [J]L’ ]l]'l'l.'L'l' I.I'."n'L‘J ".'n'ﬂ“-il.!l.]r rest coarse '|.'|'l.?l.ll|. I LIRS
that once padded the ground for nomadic Bedoums,

The homeowners themselves contributed their global
vision, modernist aesthetic taste, and parocular require-
ments, as well as the manv artifacts from their childhoods,
spent in foreign lands, and from world travels. Helping 1o

organize the artifacts themadcally and aesthencally was

char 2070

interior designer Paul Lanoix, who has designed several
funcrional pieces in the home, including the dining room
table, most of the beds” headboards, and the carper in the
living room. Crearing the built-ins thar display many of
the items along with other custom elements—from the
mahogany staircase to bathroom vanities w the wine cel-
lar—was master woodworker Paul Noves.

The collaboration thar was to define the home’s design,
construction, and landscaping started right from the
|‘1rL:I11'I1l|1"'. When the Tavlors knew it wis time to rg:p[.u._-
the 1960 vintage ranch they had called their second
home since 1979, as it was not only cramped and dated,
but it neglected to take advanmage of the views of
Popponesset spit and Nantucker Harbor, they looked o
architect Vladimir Janovsky. They had previously worked
with Janovsky, who had worked on other projects in Mew
Seabury with builder Michael LeBlanc and his wife, land-
scape architect Mary LeBlanc.,
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Though evervone worked together from the beginning to “organize the
property,” the project was nor an casy one, First, the groop had o decer-
mine how to create a contemporary home of 7,300 square feer on the same
footprint on which a 2,200 square foot ranch had sat. Moreover, every
room was to enjoy water views. To fully access the views, the architect
came up with the clever cantilevered design, with bedrooms pushing out to
overhang the property.

While the bedrooms are bumped out to take advantage of the views,
cach has its own interior visual interest and is orpanized around a theme.
The first floor guest room is the *Americana Room,”™ with irs displayed

antique gquilt, Bovd poose decoy, and Audubon prines. The “Africa Room,™
just beyond a wall bearing an image of Maasai warriors protecred by three
shields, includes black and white photos of the continent, an African quilt-

ed rug, and Mali masks. Another room has a Mediterranean flair, while the
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master bedroom is a bir more Connnental, infused with Far Eastern
influences arising from a collection of miniature Japanese tea pors
and Japanese quince fabric on the two armehairs.

Lanoix worked very closely with the homeowners on the placement
and arrangement of their artifacts and collections. “My input was o
take what tl ected, make it work, and make it interesting,™ says
Lanoix, While arresting objects are everywhere i the house, they

never feel stlted or contrived, This is by
design. “1 always try 1o play things down, so
the room feels comfortable though derailing
and conceprualizing,” adds the designer. “My
job was to mke a contemporary home and
make it comtortable though the use of colors,

interestng forms, and textures,”

The property iself presented a host of

obstacles. ].!I'IH'\.'Hli_‘l. notes that usually “archi-
tects amel homeowners bring up the landscape
as a vosmenc derail at the end,” burin the case
of the Taylor home, the landscape design was
an immediare consideration. As the property
comues under the jurisdiction of stare and lo

conservanon restrictions as well as the New

Senbury Archirectural Review Comminee, the
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desipns had o undergo an extensive permitting process.

In addition to engineering considerations, Mary had to
transform a property thar was a barren mulched land-
scape with timber retaming walls into an invitng vard
with room for pick-up games of soccer and the frolics of
future grandchildren (the Tavlor's have two sons in their
;—nrh.' twentics), She also had 1o finesse the ||.;11.'i1.',:ilin1l
from the lower-level entry up seven feet to the front patio,

“It was an enormous landscape challenge to in fir all the
program requirements and make it flow with the severe
grade issues,” says Mary, “We had to include a built in
BB, fire pit, privacy, roam to play, pleaty of parking, view
corridors, vear round interest and Conservation restrictions
on a small property with a big elevation change.” Though
her first landscape skerches fie a modernist aesthenic with
“sharp, clear lines,” Mary soon learned thar the Tavior's
preferred curves and circles. Central to their plan was a
front fire pit—to be visible from the dining room, where
even in the cold of January when the Tavlors were down
for a weekend, they and their guests could relax in warmth,
lhe natural stone marenals wsed—rugged Pennsylvama
Elk Mountain treads, New England fieldstone, Canadian
eramosa limestone for the patio, and Indiana limestone for
the fire it are in stark contrast o the sleek stainless speel
handrails and lighting,

As the Tayvlor's desired, the fire pit s visible from the din-
my room, where a generous round table echoes the fire pirs
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INMTERIOR PERSPECT IV

shape just steps ourside. Designed by Lanoix and execured by
Masterpicee Woodworks in Avon, MA, the table has a cast con-
crete base and a wop surface wrapped in a rough linen-like mare-
Tiﬂi li'l.'“' I'l.i.'l.‘\ l-ll.'i.'r'l L?E.'I.'Il.lr.:'rl;l,l. “rn;lr!}', |'|'|..'|.|'|:I.' tir'l'lﬂh-h' I'Il'H.! E:]i.'l:ﬂi.“d
several colors for an amazing depth. The effect s beguiling, as
is the gold-leafed ancient Egypuan mask thar warches from a
nearby wall. Above the mable, an anemone lighe hxouree hangs
from rentacle-like cables, this sea theme carmes throughout the
house in variations of sea glass, found in the retro kitchen back-
splash nles as well as in bathroom sinks and showers.

Food can either be prepared from the kitchen (newly reno-
vared and so saved from the ranch and re-installed) or the out-
door barbecue. In the Jet Mist gramite used for the outdoor
kitchen, Scorr imagines the stone picce washed up from the
ocean and embedded with fossil prines. Another source of pride
for Scott 1s the manne stainless steel railings and cables thar
line ourdoor arcas as well as the indoor stircase and a com-
mon roonm viewing area. Chosen nor onlv because of irs resist-
ance to the elements, the mailings were also selected because the
cables seem to disappear. “The whole goal,” says Scotr, “was
not to interfere with the view, to make the railing invisible.”

It seems Nature herself, whether in the form of the inlets
and ocean surrounding this site or blooming and leafing by
design, 15 a conspirator in the collaboration thar has made ! i
this home a place for vear-roond acrvity, as well as for con- s an Africs t rug, antiques f the M

remplation of life today and of cultures long past. @ e fray made of copper, silver, and bias:
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